The Biggest UPSC Myth

Student A £-

= 25 Books - 1 Reading
Result: Confused & Overwhelmed

Student B @

== 5 Books - 5 Revisions
Result: Selected

"Sir, UPSC crack ©.a1@@2 100 ol &63308 aoileneema?” — Every Beginner Ever

The Reality

More Revision = More Marks

UPSC is not testing how many books
you purchased. UPSC is testing how
many concepts you truly understood.
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Before Buying Your First Book

Most aspirants start preparation wrongly. They rush to buy Laxmikanth,
Spectrum, Economy Books, and Environment Books — without knowing why
they are studying any of it.

/N The first book of UPSC is not NCERT. The first book is the UPSC

SYLLABUS.
Integrate
Read Syllabus Analyze PYQs Sy NEERE ReerrZices Current
Affairs

Following this sequence ensures every book you read has a clear purpose.
Without the syllabus as your compass, even the best books become noise.
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History — Why Does UPSC Ask It?

Many students think: History = Old stories. That is completely wrong. UPSC
asks History because a future IAS officer must deeply understand how
India evolved — socially, politically, and administratively.

Nation Building
Understanding the struggles and sacrifices that shaped modern India.

Cultural Understanding
Appreciating India's diverse heritage, traditions, and civilizational depth.

Political Awareness
Tracing the roots of India's democratic and political institutions.

Administrative Lessons
Learning from historical governance successes and failures.
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History Resource Roadmap

Follow this sequence strictly. Each book builds on the previous one. Skipping steps leads to confusion and poor retention.

Resource Why This Book? How To Read? Avoid This Mistake

Our Pasts - Class 6 First introduction to Ancient India Read like a story Don't memorize dates

Our Pasts - Class 7 Medieval India foundation Understand society & kingdoms Avoid note making in first

reading

Our Pasts - Class 8 Modern India basics Focus on causes & consequences Don't rush

Themes in Indian History UPSC level understanding Read after Class 6-8; highlight Don't skip Class 6-8 first

- Class 12 important events

Spectrum Modern India Most important UPSC History Read minimum 4 revisions Don't start before basics
book are clear

@ Spectrum is the most important History book for UPSC — but only after you have built your foundation with NCERTS.
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How Toppers Study History

Toppers don't memorize. They revisit. This is the exact layered reading strategy that builds deep, lasting retention for UPSC History.

() First Reading — Understand the Story
Read casually like a narrative. Build familiarity with events and characters.

=) Second Reading — Understand the Timeline

Map events chronologically. Understand cause and effect relationships.

> Third Reading — Prepare Notes

Create concise, structured notes. Focus on UPSC-relevant themes.

Fourth Reading — Solve PYQs
Map your notes to previous year questions. Identify gaps and patterns.

.~ Fifth Reading — Revision

Quick revision using your short notes. Reinforce memory before the exam.
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Polity — The Highest Return Subject in UPSC

History: 50 Hours Invested

You might get ~10 questions in Prelims. The return is
decent but unpredictable — topics can vary widely year to

year.
Why does UPSC love Polity so much? Because every administrator works through these pillars every single day:

Governance

Constitution Laws

Rights Institutions
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Polity Resource Roadmap

Build your Polity foundation step by step. Each NCERT adds a layer of understanding before you tackle the UPSC Bible — Laxmikanth.

Resource

Social & Political Life - Class 6

Social & Political Life - Class 7

Social & Political Life - Class 8

Democratic Politics - Class 9

Democratic Politics - Class 10

Constitution At Work - Class 11

M. Laxmikanth

Why Read?

Democracy basics
Governance basics
Administration basics
Political institutions
Constitutional concepts
Best NCERT for UPSC Polity

UPSC Polity Bible

How To Read?

Read casually, build awareness
Focus on key concepts

Link with current affairs
Understand through examples
Slow, deliberate reading

Must read fully and carefully

Multiple revisions — minimum 4

© Complete all NCERTs before opening Laxmikanth. The NCERTs make Laxmikanth 10x easier to understand.

sssssssssssssssssssssssssss
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How to Study Laxmikanth

Most beginners fail Laxmikanth because they try to memorize it. That is the wrong approach entirely. Laxmikanth
must be studied in layers — understanding first, memorization follows naturally.

/A Read one chapter. Then immediately solve PYQs from that chapter. This single habit changes everything.

1 Understand the Chapter
Read the full chapter without stopping to memorize. Focus on the big picture and how the institution works.

> Understand the Institution
Map the chapter to real-world institutions — Parliament, Judiciary, Executive. Connect concepts to current events.

3 Solve PYQs
Immediately attempt previous year questions from that chapter. This reveals exactly what UPSC tests.

4 Make Short Notes
Create a one-page summary of the chapter. Focus only on UPSC-relevant facts and frequently tested concepts.

5 Revision
Use your short notes for all future revisions. Never re-read the full chapter — revise only your notes.
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Government Websites for Polity

Most Mains answers come from primary government sources — not from coaching notes. These websites are where UPSC
setters themselves get their material.

PIB — Press Information Bureau PRS India

Government schemes, policy announcements, and Bills & Acts explained in simple language. Track legislative
official press releases. Essential for GS2 and GS3 Mains developments and understand the intent behind new laws.
answers.

Parliament Website Supreme Court Website

Legislative process, committee reports, and debates. Landmark judgments and constitutional interpretations.
Understand how laws are actually made in India. Critical for Polity, Rights, and Governance questions.
Election Commission of India NITI Aayog

Electoral reforms, model code of conduct, and election Governance reports, policy papers, and development

data. Frequently tested in both Prelims and Mains. indices. Gold mine for GS2 and GS3 Mains answers.

® Bookmark all six websites today. Spend 15 minutes daily reading one article from any of these sources.
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Geography — The Subject That Makes Current Affairs
Easy

When news mentions the South China Sea, Red Sea, Strait of Hormuz, or Arctic Council — most aspirants panic. Why?
Because they have no Geography foundation. A strong Geography student automatically understands the context behind

every headline.

) International Relations V2 Environment @ Disaster Management
Understand why nations compete over Connect climate zones, ecosystems, and Understand why certain regions are
straits, seas, and resources. biodiversity to policy debates. prone to floods, cyclones, and
earthquakes.
(- Agriculture Economy
Link soil types, rainfall patterns, and river systems to crop Understand trade routes, resource distribution, and industrial
distribution. location factors.

© Geography is not just one subject — it is the lens through which all other UPSC subjects become clearer. Invest in it early.
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Geography: The Most Underrated UPSC Subject

Most beginners think Geography is just maps, rivers, and mountains. That's completely wrong. UPSC Geography is a
gateway to mastering multiple subjects at once.

&) Environment ) Agriculture &Y Disaster Management
Climate change, ecosystems, Food security, cropping patterns, Natural hazards, risk reduction
biodiversity MSP

) International Relations &Y Economy

Geopolitics, borders, global affairs Resources, industries, development

© A student who understands Geography automatically gains an advantage in multiple subjects across the UPSC
syllabus.

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr
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Geography Resource Roadmap

Every NCERT book serves a specific purpose in building your Geography foundation. Here's exactly what to read, why, and how.

Resource
Geography NCERT 6
Geography NCERT 7
Geography NCERT 8
Geography NCERT 9
Geography NCERT 10

NCERT 11 Physical
Geography

NCERT 11 India Physical
Environment

NCERT 12 Human
Geography

NCERT 12 India People &
Economy

Why Read?

Earth's basic concepts
Environment basics
Resources

Physical Geography
India Geography

UPSC Foundation

Indian Geography

Population & Development

Agriculture & Resources

What You Learn

Continents, Oceans, Earth Structure
Atmosphere, Climate

Agriculture, Industries

Earth Systems

Resources & Development

Geomorphology, Climatology

Rivers, Mountains

Society & Economy

Direct UPSC relevance

® —
ONE IAS

How To Study

Read like a story
Understand concepts
Link with current affairs
Make diagrams
Connect with Economy

Must Read
Map Practice
Understand concepts

Important
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REFERENCE BOOK 1

GC Leong — Certificate Physical
& Human Geography

The best beginner-friendly Geography book ever written for UPSC
aspirants. UPSC asks questions directly from concepts explained in this
single volume.

Key Topics Covered

y Climate systems and patterns

y Winds and atmospheric
circulation

y Rainfall distribution globally

y Vegetation and biomes

° Natural regions of the world
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Oxford School Atlas — The
Topper's Secret Weapon

The Hard Truth

Many students buy the Atlas.
Very few students actually use it.
That gap is exactly where toppers
separate themselves from the
rest.

@ The topper difference is
simple: 10 minutes of
map practice every
single day.

The Power of Atlas Practice

Imagine reading current affairs
and instantly knowing every
location being discussed — rivers,
mountain passes, conflict zones,
trade routes. That spatial
awareness is built only through
consistent Atlas practice.

Never skip the Atlas. It transforms
abstract knowledge into vivid,
memorable understanding.
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How Toppers Study Geography

The winning strategy is not about reading more — it's about reading in the right sequence with the right habits.

() Step 1 — Finish NCERT
Build your conceptual foundation from Class 6 to 12 Geography NCERTs before anything else.

5 Step 2 — Read GC Leong
Deepen physical and human geography concepts with this essential reference book.

I Step 3 — Daily Atlas Practice
Spend 10 minutes every day with the Oxford Atlas to build spatial awareness.

Step 4 — Current Affairs Mapping
Connect every news story to a location on the map. Geography becomes alive.

[& Step 5 — PYQ Analysis
Analyze previous year questions to understand exactly what UPSC expects from Geography.

Golden Rule: Never memorize maps. Understand spatial relationships. That's what UPSC actually tests.

[ —
ONE IAS
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Agriculture — Why It Matters for UPSC

Most students think Agriculture is only relevant for farmers. UPSC strongly disagrees.

The Reality What an IAS Officer Handles

Nearly half of India's population depends on agriculture.

An IAS officer will deal with agricultural issues throughout B G A AR Irrigation & Water
their career — from district postings to policy Minimum Support Price Canal management, water
implementation at the national level. implementation rights
Every year, questions appear from Agriculture in both
Prelims and Mains.

Crop Insurance Food Security

PMFBY and farmer PDS, buffer stocks, nutrition

protection schemes

Farmer Welfare

Debt relief, income
support, PM-KISAN
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Agriculture Resource Roadmap

Build your Agriculture preparation systematically — from NCERT foundations to current affairs integration.

Resource

NCERT Geography 8

NCERT India
People &
Economy

Agriculture At A Glance

Current Affairs

Why Read? Importance

Agriculture Basics Foundation

Cropping Patterns Must Read

UPSC Agriculture Reference
Concepts

Most Questions  very
Come From Important
Here

Key Topics to Focus On

Cropping Pattern
MSP
Food Processing

Precision Agriculture

Irrigation

Organic Farming

Agri Marketing

@ —
ONE IAS
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Government Sources for Agriculture

Mains answers enriched with official government data and policy references score significantly higher. Know your sources.

UINITED NATIONS
JLTURE REPORT

Ministry of Agriculture ICAR NABARD FAO Reports

Primary source for all Indian Council of National Bank for Food and Agriculture

schemes and policies — Agricultural Research — Agriculture and Rural Organization — provides

PM-KISAN, PMFBY, eNAM, covers agricultural Development — key source global agriculture context,

and more. Essential for research, new crop for rural development food security data, and

Mains answer enrichment.  varieties, and technology  data and microfinance international comparisons.
innovations. schemes.

Press Information Bureau —
daily agriculture updates,
scheme launches, and
government announcements
directly relevant to UPSC.

© Many Mains answers can be significantly enriched by citing data and schemes from these official government sources.
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Environment & Ecology — UPSC's Most Favorite Subject

Environment questions in UPSC have been increasing every single year. This is not a coincidence — it reflects the real-

world urgency of climate change.

Why the Surge in Questions?

Climate Change is no longer just an environmental issue. It
has become a cross-cutting challenge that affects every
dimension of governance and society. UPSC therefore
gives it enormous importance across both Prelims and
Mains.

® Environment questions now appear in GS Paper 1,
GS Paper 2, GS Paper 3, and Essay — making it the
highest-ROI subject in the entire UPSC syllabus.

Economy

Agricultural losses,
infrastructure damage,
energy transition costs

Society

Climate migration,
displacement,
inequality

International Relations

Climate diplomacy, COP
summits, Paris
Agreement

Climate Change Affects Everything

Agriculture

Shifting monsoons,
crop failures, water
scarcity

Health

Vector-borne diseases,
heat stress, air quality
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Environment Resource Roadmap

Build your Environment & Ecology preparation on a strong conceptual base, then integrate
current affairs daily for maximum UPSC impact.

Resource  Why Read? Study Method

Biology Ecosyste

NCERT 11 mBasics  nderstand .
deeply Build

Biology Biodiversity Conceptual Foun:latlo

NCERT 12 Reading Study

NCERTSs for

Shankar UPSC Mu|t|p|e core

IAS Standard  Revision concepts

Environm  Book

ent

Current Real. : Daily

. Applicati Integration
Affairs on

Master
Concepts

Use
Shankar
IAS for
depth

Track
Current
Affairs

Daily
updates
for
relevance

N\

Revise &
Practice
Regular

revision
and PYQs

Follow this sequence strictly. Current affairs integration is what converts

» Shankar IAS Environment is the
single most important book for
UPSC Environment preparation.
Revise it at least 3 times.

conceptual knowledge into UPSC-ready answers.

® e
ONE IA\S
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How to Study Environment

v/ Topper Method — Understand Firsﬁ

W

y Ecosystem

y Food Chain

y Biodiversity

y Conservation

Once you understand the core concepts, then connect them to: Current
Affairs, National Parks, Species, Conferences, and Climate Reports.

) r D
Connect to
Current Affairs

National parks,
species,
® conferences,
A 4 . . / 8 A 4
Build Understanding”|"  climate reports ¢

Ecosystem, food
chain,
biodiversity,
conservation
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Government Sources for Environment

Use only official and authoritative sources for Environment preparation. These sources carry the most weight in UPSC answers.

Ministry of Environment
Official Policies — the primary source for India's environmental regulations and policy frameworks.

UNEP
Global Reports — United Nations Environment Programme publishes key global environmental assessments.

IPCC
Climate Change — Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change reports are essential for climate-related questions.

Forest Survey of India
Forest Data — provides authoritative data on India's forest cover, biodiversity, and green statistics.

PIB
Environment Updates — Press Information Bureau keeps you current on government environmental initiatives.
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Disaster Management

The smallest subject in the UPSC syllabus — but one of the highest
scoring areas in Mains.

The Harsh Reality

Many aspirants completely ignore
Disaster Management, assuming
it is too small to matter. This is a
costly mistake that toppers never
make.

©  small subject. Big returns. Toppers know this — now you do too.
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Disaster Management Resource Roadmap

Essential Resources

Resource
NDMA Guidelines

Disaster Management by
Rajendra Kumar

Current Affairs

Why Read?
Official UPSC Source

Simple Understanding

Real Examples

Key Topics to Cover

Floods

Drought

Landslides

Climate Disasters

Cyclones

Earthquakes

Urban Flooding

@ —
ONE IAS
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How to Study Disaster Management

/N Do not study Disaster Management as dry theory. Study it through real examples.

& Kerala
Floods

One of India's most
devastating recent
floods — a perfect
case study for
flood
management,
relief operations,
and inter-agency
coordination.

A Wayanad
Landslides

A stark example of

how deforestation
and climate
change amplify
natural disasters.
Use this to explain
vulnerability and
mitigation
strategies.

Cyclones

India's eastern
coastline faces
cyclones regularly.
Cyclone Amphan
and Fani are
excellent examples
of early warning
systems and
evacuation
protocols.

Earthquakes

Real examples
make answers
powerful and
demonstrate
applied
understanding —
exactly what UPSC
examiners reward
in Mains answers.
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Economy

The Subject Most
Beginners Fear

The Myth

Most beginners believe Economy
is inherently difficult — full of
complex jargon, abstract theories,
and impossible-to-understand
data. This fear stops them before
they even begin.

® Bad teaching makes
Economy feel difficult. It is
not.
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Economy Resource Roadmap

Follow a structured, sequential reading plan — from basic concepts to advanced UPSC-level economy. The
key rule: choose only ONE standard book. Don't collect multiple sources.

NCERT Class 9 Economics

Basic Concepts — the foundation. Start here to
build intuition about economic ideas.

Indian Economic Development — Class 11

Indian Economy — covers India's economic
history, planning, and sectoral analysis.

Vivek Singh Economy

Simplified UPSC Economy — bridges NCERTs
with UPSC-specific application and current
affairs.

L) Choose only ONE standard book beyond NCERTSs. Collecting multiple sources creates confusion, not clarity.

NCERT Class 10 Economics

Development Concepts — introduces
development economics and India's growth
story.

Macro Economics — Class 12

Advanced Concepts — national income,
money, banking, and balance of payments.

sssssssssssssssssssssssssss
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How to Study Economy

o

- = //," T

Never memorize. Always ask: Why?

Why does inflation rise?

Understand the demand-pull and cost-push factors. Connect it to RBI's

h ‘ monetary policy response and its impact on common citizens.
7‘;’/// Q‘\?J) 4
— M f ‘ Why does RBI change the Repo Rate?
e ¢ Understand how the central bank uses interest rates as a lever to
{@‘ T~ control money supply, inflation, and economic growth simultaneously.
\B Why does the Rupee depreciate?
Q\ \ Connect trade deficits, foreign investment flows, and global dollar
A strength to understand currency movement — not just memorize the
\ < definition.
= P
= =t \ 2 ,)) Why does unemployment happen?
S Zony S
Q:«f?f?
s

Distinguish between structural, cyclical, and frictional unemployment.
Link it to India's demographic dividend and skilling challenges.

Understanding is everything. Memorization is nothing.


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

@ —
ONE IAS

Government Sources for Economy

Authoritative Sources You Must Follow

Source Why Important?
RBI Banking & Monetary
Policy

Finance Ministry ~ Budget & Fiscal Policy

Economic Survey In-depth Annual

Analysis
NITI Aayog Development Reports
PIB Economic Updates

® The Economic Survey is one of
the most important documents
for UPSC Mains. Read it every
year without fail.
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The Biggest Lesson from Part 2

| Most aspirants study subjects separately. UPSC never does.

The Connection Every Topper Sees

1 Agriculture

2 Environment

3 Climate Change

4 Economy

5 Disaster Management

ssssssssssssssssssssssssss
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International Relations (GS Paper 2)

The Subject That Connects India to the World

UPSC Actually Tests:

— India's National Interest

—> Global Politics

- Strategic Partnerships

— International Organizations

— Diplomacy

@ When India signs a deal with another country, UPSC asks: "Why is it important for India?"

ssssssssssssssssssssssssss
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International Relations Resource Roadmap

Resource

NCERT
Contemporary
World Politics
(12)

Pavneet Singh
IR

Current Affairs

MEA Website

Why Read?

Basic
understanding
of world affairs

Best beginner-
friendly IR book

Most important
source

Official foreign
policy updates

How To Study?

Read
conceptually

Link with
current affairs

Daily reading

Weekly review

Important Areas to Cover

India-USA

India-Russia

QUAD

SCO

United Nations

India-China

Middle East

BRICS

G20

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr
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How Toppers Study International Relations

© Golden Rule: Never study countries separately. Always study through India's interests.

Right Approach

Understand QUAD through India's strategic lens:

Security Trade

Counter-terrorism & Supply chain resilience
maritime safety

Technology Indo-Pacific Strategy
Critical tech cooperation Free & open Indo-Pacific
vision

) This is exactly how UPSC frames questions — always from India's perspective and national interest.


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

§ONE IAS
Government Sources for IR

Authentic government sources give your answers credibility and reflect the official policy stance — a key differentiator in Mains answers.

Ministry of External ORF (Observer MP-IDSA PIB

CETTS (012 SRS [FOULGE ) Security & Defence — International Agreements
Official Foreign Policy —  Strategic Analysis — India's premier think tank ~ — official government
the primary source for independent policy for strategic and security press releases on treaties,
India's diplomatic positions research on geopolitics, studies. MoUs, and summits.

and bilateral relations. security, and international

affairs.

G20 India Documents

Global Governance — India's
presidency documents and outcomes
for multilateral frameworks.
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Indian Society (GS Paper 1)

The Most Neglected Subject
The Harsh Reality
Most aspirants spend their preparation time like this:

500/500 500/500 | 10/500

Polity History Society
Then they struggle in Mains. Society is everywhere.

Society Topics Are All Around Us

®

Women Issues Urbanization Population Globalization

©

Poverty Education Social Change
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Indian Society Resource Roadmap

Core Resources Key Study Areas
Sociology NCERT Class 11 Foundational social Women & Gender Population

concepts and theories

Sociology NCERT Class 12 Indian society — caste, . .
family, change

Ram Ahuja (Selected Chapters) Advanced understanding Urbanization Migration

of social issues

Globalization Regionalism

Current Affairs Real-world examples to
anchor answers

®  Always connect textbook concepts with real-world

examples from current affairs for high-scoring _._ _._
Mains answers.

Communalism Poverty
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Social Justice (GS Paper 2)

The Subject of Real Governance

Social Justice is not an abstract concept — it is the daily work of an IAS officer on the ground. A future administrator directly

works with these areas:

Education Health Nutrition
Access, quality, and equity in & Public health systems, disease & Addressing malnutrition, food
education for all sections of control, and universal health security, and mid-day meal
society. coverage. programs.
Welfare Schemes Vulnerable Sections

&2
Implementation and monitoring of flagship © Protection and empowerment of SC, ST, OBC, women,

government programs. elderly, and disabled.
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Social Justice Resource Roadmap

Essential Reading Sources

Resource

Yojana Magazine

Why Read?

Government
perspective on
social schemes
and policy

Kurukshetra Magazine Rural development

NITI Aayog Reports

PIB

and grassroots
governance

Data-driven policy
insights and SDG
tracking

Latest schemes,
programs, and
government
announcements

Important Areas

Education
NEP 2020, RTE Act, dropout rates

Health & Nutrition
Ayushman Bharat, POSHAN Abhiyan

Women Empowerment
Beti Bachao, SHGs, gender budgeting

Child Welfare
POCSO, ICDS, child labor laws

Social Security
PM-KISAN, MGNREGS, pension schemes

Poverty
Multidimensional poverty, SECC data

@ —
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Yojana and Kurukshetra are
government publications — quoting
them in answers signals authentic
policy awareness to examiners.
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Internal Security

The Subject of National Stability

No development is possible without security. This is why UPSC dedicates an entire paper to Internal Security — because an
IAS officer must understand the threats that challenge India's stability.

Terrorism Cyber Security Border Management
Cross-border terrorism, Critical infrastructure protection, Land and maritime borders,
radicalization, counter-terrorism data breaches, cyber warfare, and infiltration, smart fencing, and
frameworks and agencies. CERT-In. coastal security.

Organized Crime Left Wing Extremism

Drug trafficking, money laundering, human trafficking, and Naxalism, affected districts, government response, and

nexus with terrorism. development-security balance.
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Internal Security Resource Roadmap

Core Resources

Resource

Ashok Kumar
& Vipul
Anekant

Current Affairs

IDSA Reports

MHA Annual
Reports

Why Read?

Standard UPSC source —
comprehensive coverage
of all security topics

Real developments —
Naxal encounters, cyber
attacks, border incidents

In-depth security
analysis from India's
premier defence think

Bfffcial information on
crime statistics, border
management, and
schemes

How to Approach Internal Security

)

This three-step method ensures your answers are both theoretically
grounded and practically relevant — exactly what UPSC examiners

reward.

\L

Learn Concept

Study Ashok
Kumar
theory

J

Critical Study Method: Always connect theory with

current events. A static answer without contemporary

examples will not score well in Mains.

e N
Connect Events

Link news
and IDSA
reports

\.

/]
Write Answers

Threat,
cause,
response,
way forward

J/

® —
ONE IAS
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

The Most Dynamic Subject
in UPSC

Science & Technology has transformed. UPSC no longer tests rote
Physics, Chemistry, or Biology. Today's paper demands fluency in the
technologies reshaping governance and national security.
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S&T FOCUS AREAS
What UPSC Actually Asks

Al & Machine Learning Quantum Computing

Applications in governance, defense, and public service delivery India's national mission and strategic implications
0

Space Technology Biotechnology

ISRO missions, satellite applications, and policy CRISPR, vaccines, and bioethics frameworks

o

Defense Technology Semiconductors

DRDO innovations, indigenous platforms, and procurement India Semiconductor Mission and supply chain security
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S&T ROADMAP

Your Science & Technology Resource Plan

Resource Why It Matters

Science NCERT9 & 10 Builds foundational
concepts

Biology NCERT 11 & 12 Essential for
Biotechnology

PIB Science Releases Latest government
R&D updates

ISRO Updates Space technology &
missions

DRDO Updates Defense technology

& indigenization
® Prioritize PIB and ISRO updates — they
directly feed into Prelims and Mains
questions.
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GS PAPER 4

Ethics: The Highest-Scoring
Paper in Mains

Most aspirants fear Ethics. The reality: it is one of the easiest papers to
score 100+. Unlike technical subjects, Ethics rewards clarity of thought,
real-world examples, and genuine reflection on character and

governance.

Character

Integrity
Leadership

Decision-Making
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[ ETHICS ROADMAP }

Ethics Resource Strategy

LEXICON
ETHICS
Beginner-friend-
ly, covers all
GS4 topics.

ETHICS

Advanced
conceptual
depth.

STUDIES

Actual
administrative
dilemmas.

examples,
case studies.

High-Priority Topics

- Integrity & Aptitude
— Emotional Intelligence
—  Public Service Values

— Ethical Governance

L) ARC Reports are gold — they provide ready-
made case study material for answers.

@ —
ONE IAS


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

@ —
ONE IAS

TOPPER STRATEGY

How Toppers Crack Ethics

The difference between a 90 and a 120 in Ethics is simple: examples over definitions.

———0— —0—

1 Real Person 1 Government Example 1 Personal Example

A policy, scheme, or administrative A situation from your own life

A historical or contemporary figure
showing ethical reasoning in action

who embodied the value (e.g., E. decision that illustrates the
Sreedharan for integrity) principle
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ESSAY PAPER

The Paper That Decides Your Rank

A 20-mark difference in the Essay paper can change your service allocation
entirely. Every year, toppers credit Essay as their rank-maker. Unlike GS

papers, Essay rewards originality, structure, and the ability to connect ideas
across disciplines.

1200 1

Word Target Essay Per Week
Per essay section — practice writing Minimum consistent practice for
within this limit measurable improvement
Rank Impact

Marks that can shift your service
from IAS to IPS or beyond



https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

ESSAY ROADMAP

Building Your Essay Arsenal

Resource

Yojana
Kurukshetra
NITI Aayog

Reports

Newspapers

What You Get

Development issues, policy
analysis

Rural India, grassroots
schemes

Data, statistics, reform ideas

Contemporary hooks and
examples

/A" No shortcut exists. Write 1 essay
per week and get it evaluated.
Feedback is the only accelerant.

e

‘\m*‘\- A
<

¥

ONE IAS

INSTITUTE FOR 1AS & KAS STUDIES
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CURRENT AFFAIRS

The Current Affairs Ecosystem

Most aspirants fail because they read everything. Successful aspirants read selectively and systematically. Build your
ecosystem around these four layers.

Daily 1
The Hindu or Indian Express — focus on editorials
and government pages

2 Weekly

PIB Compilation — filter for schemes, policies, and
science updates

Monthly 3

Yojana & Kurukshetra — thematic depth for Mains answers

4 Yearly

Economic Survey & Union Budget — data, trends, and
policy direction
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GOVERNMENT RESOURCES

The Most Important Government Websites

These portals are primary sources — UPSC draws directly from them. Bookmark and check them weekly.

Website Domain Key Use

PIB Schemes & Policies Latest government announcements
NITI Aayog Development Reports, indices, reform agendas
RBI Economy Monetary policy, financial data
MEA International Relations Bilateral visits, treaties

ISRO / DRDO Space & Defense Missions, tech breakthroughs

PRS India Legislation Bills, Acts, parliamentary analysis

®  Why most aspirants fail: No syllabus map, ignored PYQs, too many books, zero revision, endless current affairs
chase, no mentor. UPSC success is systematic — not accidental.

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr
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