
preencoded.png

Current Affairs
The Most Overhyped Subject in UPSC

Most aspirants are not struggling because Current Affairs is difficult. They are 
struggling because nobody taught them HOW to read Current Affairs.

 Feel it's difficult?
You're not alone — but the 
problem isn't the subject.

 Don't know where to 
start?
The right framework changes 
everything.

 Read hours but remember nothing?
You're reading like a reader, not like an officer.

Today's Goal: Learn Current Affairs like a Future IAS Officer — not like a 
Newspaper Reader.
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Current Affairs Resources
Which Newspaper Should I Read?

 The Hindu — 
Recommended for Beginners

• Better Editorial Quality
• Better International Relations 

Coverage
• Better Economy Analysis
• Better Environment Coverage
• Better UPSC Relevance

Indian Express is also excellent — 
but for beginners, The Hindu is 
easier to standardize.

Other Essential Resources

•  The Hindu
•  Yojana Magazine
•  Kurukshetra Magazine
•  ONE IAS Current Affairs 

Magazine
•  Economic Survey
•  Budget Summary
•  PIB Compilation

You do NOT need 10 Current Affairs sources. You need ONE source 
revised multiple times.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Which Pages of The Hindu Should You Read?
 Read Daily

Front Page National

Editorial Explained

Economy Science & Tech

International Environment

 Skip These Sections

Cinema Sports

Crime News Local Political Fights

Celebrity News

UPSC is preparing Administrators. Read only what 
matters to Administrators.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Page-Wise UPSC Importance
Every section of The Hindu serves a specific purpose in your UPSC preparation. Here's how to map each page to your syllabus:

Page Why Important? GS Relevance

Front Page Major National Developments Prelims + GS2

National Governance, Polity, Schemes GS2

Editorial Mains Answer Writing All Papers

Explained Concept Building All Papers

Economy Economic Analysis Prelims + GS3

International Foreign Policy & IR GS2 IR

Environment Ecology & Climate Prelims + GS3

Science & Tech Innovation & Policy Prelims + GS3

 Editorial Page — Highest Value Page. One good editorial can improve your Mains, Essay, Ethics, and Interview 
performance simultaneously.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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How to Read a News Article?
Most beginners read line by line and try to memorize everything. That is the wrong method. Instead, ask these 5 questions for every article:

1
What Happened?
Identify the core event or development being reported.

2
Why Did It Happen?
Understand the background, causes, and context.

3
Why Is It In News?
What makes this newsworthy today?

4
Why Does UPSC Care?
Connect it to governance, policy, or constitutional values.

5
Which GS Paper?
Tag it to GS1, GS2, GS3, GS4, Essay, or Prelims.

If you cannot answer these 5 questions, don't make notes yet. Understand first.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Sample News Analysis
Headline: Tariffs to Carbon — The New Rules Shaping India's Trade

 How Most Beginners Read It

They read "Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism" and stop 
there. No context. No connection. No UPSC value extracted.

Reading without analysis is just consuming information 
— not building knowledge.

 How UPSC Aspirants Read It
• What is CBAM?
• Who introduced it?
• Why was it introduced?
• Impact on India?
• Impact on Trade?
• Impact on Farmers?
• Impact on Fertilizer Prices?
• Impact on Exports?
• Which GS Paper?

That depth of questioning — that is UPSC Thinking.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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What Should You Extract From a News?
Using the CBAM Example — One News, Multiple Uses

 Prelims
• What is CBAM?
• Who introduced it?
• When implemented?
• Affected sectors?

 Mains
• Impact on Indian Exports
• Challenges for India
• Opportunities
• Way Forward

 Essay
• Climate Justice
• Green Trade
• Sustainable Development

 Ethics
• Common But Differentiated Responsibility
• Climate Equity
• Administrative Responsibility

One News. Multiple Uses. This is how toppers extract maximum value from every article they read.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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The Ideal Current Affairs Note Structure
One news item is not just one note. UPSC thinking means extracting every possible angle from a single piece of news. Every news should 
produce multiple targeted notes.

 Prelims Note
Facts, locations, organizations, reports

 GS1 Note
Geography, history, society, culture

 GS2 Note
Polity, governance, international relations

 GS3 Note
Economy, environment, disaster management

 GS4 Note
Ethics, integrity, governance models

 Essay Point
Arguments, multi-dimensional perspectives

Example — Wayanad Landslide: Prelims (Location, National Park, Western Ghats) →  GS1 (Geography) →  GS3 (Disaster 
Management) →  Essay (Climate Change & Development). One News. Many Uses. That is UPSC Thinking.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Separate Notebooks = Better UPSC Understanding

 What Most Beginners Do

One notebook. Everything mixed together. The result is 
confusion, no syllabus understanding, and an inability to 
locate information during revision.

 The Smart System

 Prelims Notebook  GS1 Notebook

 GS2 Notebook  GS3 Notebook

 GS4 Notebook  Essay Notebook

 Confusion
Topics bleed into each other

 No Syllabus Clarity
No sense of GS paper boundaries

You automatically learn the UPSC syllabus while making notes. The structure itself becomes your teacher.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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How to Make Notes?
The goal of note-making is revision, not reproduction. Write what you understood 
— not the entire newspaper.

 Bad Note

"CBAM was introduced by EU in 
2023 as a carbon pricing 
mechanism for imports..."

This is just copying the newspaper. It 
adds no analytical value and is 
impossible to revise quickly.

 Good Note

CBAM increases compliance cost 
for carbon-intensive exports.

Possible impacts:
• Steel sector competitiveness
• Cement export pricing
• Fertilizer cost chain
• Overall trade competitiveness

Notes should help revision — not become another newspaper. Short, 
analytical, and structured always wins.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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What Should You Write in Notes?

 Do NOT Write

• Entire news articles
• Full editorials
• Long paragraphs
• Verbatim sentences

Bad Note Example: "CBAM 
was proposed by the 
European Union in July 2021 
and entered implementation 
phase..." — Too long, 
impossible to revise quickly.

 Write Only These

Keywords

Core terms and concepts only

Examples & Schemes

Government schemes, reports, 
statistics

Way Forward

Solutions and policy 
recommendations

Good Note — CBAM: EU Carbon Tax 
Mechanism • Impacts Indian Steel 
Exports • Linked To Climate Policies • 
GS3 Economy • Essay Example. 
Revision Friendly 

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


preencoded.png

Language of Current Affairs Notes

Most Beginners Fear:

"My English is weak. I can't make good notes."

Good News: UPSC preparation starts with understanding, 
not language. Make notes in whatever language helps you 
think clearly.
Anything is acceptable initially. Understanding First. 
Language Later.

 Malayalam  English  Manglish

A picture is remembered longer than a paragraph. Smart note-making beats lengthy note-making every time.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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The Power of Visual Note Making
The human brain remembers images faster than words. Visual notes dramatically 
reduce revision time and increase retention.

 Maps
Geographical locations, borders, rivers, and regions — drawn once, remembered forever.

 Graphs
Economic trends, population data, and statistics visualized for instant recall.

 Flowcharts
Policy processes, constitutional procedures, and cause-effect chains made visual.

 Mind Maps
Connect multiple dimensions of a topic — GS1, GS2, GS3 — in one single visual.

Instead of writing "India imports crude oil from..." — Draw an Oil Flow Map: 
Middle East  India. Revision Time: 15 Seconds.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


preencoded.pngSonali sha_rank-89_2025

Poor Handwriting 
What UPSC examiners actually care about:

 Content quality
 Understanding of the question
 Structure of the answer
 Relevant facts, examples, diagrams, and analysis
 Time management and completion of the paper

Handwriting matters only to the extent that:

• It should be legible and readable. 
• Examiners should not struggle to understand words. 
• Very messy handwriting can cause loss of marks because 

the examiner may miss points or become fatigued while 
reading.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Why Most Current Affairs Notes 
Fail

UPSC STRATEGY

The purpose of note making is NOT documentation. The purpose of note making 
is REVISION.

Student A 

 300 Pages Notes
 Never Revised

Collects everything, revises nothing 
— and forgets everything before the 
exam.

Student B 

 30 Pages Smart Notes
 Revised 10 Times

Writes less, revises more — and 
scores better. Smart beats bulky, 
every time.

Golden Rule: If you cannot revise your note before the exam, it is not a good note.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


preencoded.png

Evernote: The UPSC Digital Library

 Student A — Exam Day Panic

UPSC Mains is tomorrow. The 
question is "Climate Change and 
Agriculture." Student A is frantically 
searching through 6 physical 
notebooks, flipping pages in panic, 
unable to find the right information in 
time.

Searching 6 notebooks manually 
under exam pressure = lost time, 
lost marks, lost confidence.

 Student B — Instant Retrieval

Student B opens Evernote, types 
"Climate Change", and within seconds 
retrieves:

• Organized notes from multiple 
GS papers

• Reports and data points
• Articles and editorials
• Statistics and way forward

That is the advantage of 
Evernote — your entire UPSC 
preparation, searchable in 
seconds.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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How to Organize Evernote
 Create Notebooks by GS Paper

 GS1  GS2

 GS3  GS4

 Essay  Prelims

 Maps

#️⃣ Create Tags by Theme

Cross-tag your notes so a single search retrieves everything 
relevant — across all notebooks, instantly.

#ClimateChange #Agriculture #Governance #Women

#Education #Security

Future Search = Instant Revision. This system saves hundreds of hours over the course of your UPSC preparation.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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The UPSC Current Affairs Revision 
System
Most students read every day but never revise. The result: everything is forgotten. 
Reading creates memory. Revision creates selection.

1 Day 1 — Read
First exposure to the news. Make your structured notes across GS papers.

2 Day 7 — First Revision
Review your notes within one week. Reinforce initial memory before it fades.

3 Day 30 — Second Revision
Monthly review. Connect current affairs to static syllabus topics.

4 Day 90 — Third Revision
Quarterly review. Long-term retention begins here. This is exam-ready 
knowledge.

The 7 – 30 – 90 Rule: Three strategic revisions transform short-term 
reading into long-term, exam-ready understanding.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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How Current Affairs Notes Help in UPSC

PRELIMS

•  Facts
•  Reports
•  Organizations
•  Environment

MAINS
•  Examples
•  Data
•  Case Studies
•  Way Forward

ESSAY

•  Arguments
•  Multi-Dimensional Thinking

ETHICS

•  Real Life Examples
•  Governance Models

Bonus Benefits

 Better Language

 Better Handwriting

 Better Thinking

 Better Revision

 Better Confidence

Current Affairs is not about collecting information. Current Affairs is about building 
understanding. And understanding is what creates future Civil Servants.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Current Affairs Masterclass

How Toppers Read Newspapers in Just 45 Minutes

 Most Beginners

•  2–3 Hours 
of reading

•  Low 
retention

•  No 
revision

•  Burnout

 Topper Approach

•  Just 45 
Minutes

•  Maximum 
output

•  Structured 
reading

•  Consistent 
revision

Suggested Time Division

Front Page

5 Minutes
National News

10 Minutes
Editorials
15 Minutes

Economy
5 Minutes

International 
Relations

5 Minutes Environment 
& Science
5 Minutes

You are NOT preparing for Journalism — you are preparing for UPSC. While reading every news ask:  Why is this in 
the news?  Which GS paper?  Can UPSC ask this?  How can I use this in Mains? This single habit separates 
serious aspirants from casual readers.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Current Affairs to Answer Writing
Most students read news. Toppers convert news into answers.

Every News Should Give 
You 5 Elements

Example: Climate Change

• Fact: India targets Net 
Zero by 2070

• Initiative: National Green 
Hydrogen Mission

• Example: International 
Solar Alliance

• Way Forward: Climate 
Finance & Technology 
Transfer

Your Mains answer 
immediately becomes: 

 Relevant   
Contemporary   Data 
Rich   Examiner 
Friendly

One Fact One Example One 
Government 
Initiative

One Statistic

One Way Forward

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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The Biggest Current Affairs Mistakes
Common Mistakes to Avoid

 Reading Every News
Not all news is UPSC-relevant. Filter 
ruthlessly.

 Following Multiple Sources
One good source done well beats ten 
done poorly.

 Making Huge Notes
Notes should aid revision, not replace 
reading.

 No Revision
Reading without revision is effort 
wasted.

 No PYQ Analysis
Previous year questions reveal UPSC's 
pattern.

 Copy-Pasting Editorials

Understanding matters more than 
copying.

 Ignoring Syllabus
Every news must be mapped to the 
syllabus.

 Memorizing Without 
Understanding
UPSC tests application, not rote recall.

The Golden Rule

UPSC does not reward Information 
Collection.
UPSC rewards Information Processing.

The Right Priority Order

1 Reading

2 Revision > Reading

3 Application > Reading

4 Understanding > Reading

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Current Affairs Relation With UPSC Questions (2026)

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Current Affairs Relation With UPSC Questions (2026)
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The ONE IAS Current Affairs Formula

Daily
 The Hindu
 Smart Notes

Weekly
 Revision
 MCQ Practice

Monthly
 ONE IAS Magazine
 Yojana & Kurukshetra

Quarterly
 Full Revision
 PYQ Linking

Before Exam
 Revision Only

No new sources. No panic.

Final Message: Current Affairs is not about reading news. It is about Understanding India. 
Understanding Governance. Understanding Economy. Understanding Society. 
Understanding the World. And most importantly — Understanding UPSC.

 Read Less
Quality over quantity, always.

 Understand More
Depth beats breadth in UPSC.

 Revise Multiple Times
Retention is built through repetition.

 Welcome to Smart Preparation. Welcome to ONE IAS Academy. 

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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